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Friends of Newenden Meadow 

NEWSLETTER 
Spring 2025 

 

This wonderful time of fresh new green leaves appearing in the 

hedges and trees is here again. The beautiful lime greens bursting 

forth, the birds singing and the snowdrops giving way to daffodils 

are all lifting our spirits and encouraging us out into the open air. 

In the meadow we have had many more Snakes-head Fritillaries 

flowering this year. They love the damp earth and the sunshine. 

Their numbers have more than doubled since last year. One or 

two wild daffodils have flowered and we planted two dozen ‘in 

the green’ this spring either side of the seat, so hopefully we will 

see more in 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Action for Summer Bounty 

During April we planted plugs of Field Scabious, 

Meadow Cranesbill, Musk Mallow and Common 

Birdsfoot Trefoil. These are all native plants and 

hopefully will extend the forage available to 

pollinating insects in the summer months. 

Common Birdsfoot Trefoil and Greater Birdsfoot 

Trefoil are the food plant for the caterpillars of 

the Common Blue Butterfly, the Dingy Skipper, 

and also the Six-spot Burnet Moth.  We hope that 

the flowers from these new plants will also be 

magnets attracting the local community and 

visitors to an uplifting walk along the mown path. 

  

 

2025 Friends of Newenden Meadow

Community Meeting

16/05/2025, 7:30, St. Peter’s

Do come to the Friends Community Meeting 
where we can show you more of the 

comings and goings in your local meadow. 
Everyone is welcome and refreshments will 

be provided.



 
 

Friends of Newenden Meadow Spring 2025 Page 2 of 2 

An old friend returning? 

As you approach the eastern end of the meadow, you will see a mown area, 

purposely providing shorter grass. This is an experiment to try and attract the 

Turtle Dove back to Newenden. Years ago as you walked along the Lane, you 

could hear the distinctive purring sound of these birds as they sat on the 

wires. They need small seeds to eat and scrubby areas of trees and bushes to 

nest in. The RSPB is supplying us with seeds so that we can broadcast them 

onto the short grass area. Pigeons and other ground feeding birds will come 

to eat and we hope that this will attract turtle doves as they fly over. 

Photo from Wikipedia by Charles J Sharp. 

 

The not so “Common Frog”… 

This spring has been a bumper one for Common Frog spawning and we had 
two areas of frog spawn in the shallow parts of the marsh. At one point 
there were thousands of tadpoles wriggling together and feeding on 
surrounding algae. However when Jillian last looked, while there was still 
water there, there were no tadpoles to be seen, except for three that she 
found in her net. They are not able at this stage of their lives to move to 
deeper water, and they may have been eaten by the ducks, in which case 
they have become part of the food chain. It is always a problem as to how 
much to interfere with wildlife. We can’t help thinking if we’d removed a 
bucketful of tadpoles to deeper water, they would have had more chance 
to survive. Maybe the three caught in the net will grow in to frogs later this 
summer. 
 

The buzz of the meadow 

So far we have seen some Early Bumblebees with their distinctive 

orange tails and a lot of Buff Tailed Queen Bumblebees flying close to 

the ground nest searching, and one or two Common Carders too. 

Hopefully it will be a kinder year for bumblebees whose numbers were 

nearly a quarter down from previous records, thought to be because 

of the cold, wet weather last spring and early summer. 

 

 

A Community Asset to be enjoyed 

It’s great to see that the seat in the meadow is being regularly used by 

our community and also visitors who stop off to enjoy a quiet moment. 

As spring moves towards summer, there will be flowers to be seen and 

butterflies, bees, grasshoppers and much more wildlife to experience 

in the field. 

 

 

 

 


