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Community Meeting

31st May 2024

St. Peter’s Church



Our Goal:

“To create a community that ensures the effective restoration and 
maintenance of the Newenden Meadow habitat, supporting native 
flora and fauna, and through that experience actively promotes an 
interest in nature conservation and the enjoyment of observing 
nature in the wild.”



Our Vision:

•To have a fully restored native meadow habitat in the centre of Newenden, recognised as an 
Area of Special Scientific Interest.

•To have an active group of volunteers to help with the restoration and maintenance of 
Newenden Meadow.

•To have a community of members with a shared interest in the goal.

•To hold regular talks and events on nature and nature conservation associated with the 
meadow habitat.

•To hold an annual celebration of nature conservation in Newenden event in the meadow 
restoration field.

WHAT



Our Objectives:

1. Create a framework for the restoration of Newenden Meadow to include:

a. No plants, other than those native to the UK, may be introduced into the field, unless advised by an independent expert in their 
field and agreed with the Committee.

b. Any work in the field must be overseen by the Field Manager (FM), including the planting and sowing of seeds.

2. Create a community of people supporting nature conservation and the goal by:

a. Holding regular talks and events on nature conservation, particularly on the meadow habitat.

b. Engaging with the community to seek ideas and contribution through regular updates and provision of contact details to solicit 
feedback and comment.

3. Provide suitable signage to ensure the ongoing protection of the habitat, while maintaining access for all.

4. Seek partnerships with local related groups and associations, for sharing of expertise and mutual support.

Undertake fundraising activity (grants, sponsorship, donations etc) to directly fund the meadow restoration and maintenance, including 
plants and seeds, annual mowing, hedge trimming etc.

HOW



Activities
All year - Observation and monitoring plants & wildlife

Spring:

• Take up the tarps from the previous year

• Put new tarps down – strim under and 

• Plant new wild plants and sow seeds

• Mow the path

• Weeding – excess thistles, docks

• Transplant yellow rattle 



Activities
All year - Observation and monitoring plants & wildlife

Summer:

• Remove willow saplings

• Hay making

• Sowing yellow rattle and strewing Great 

Dixter green hay

• Contain the reeds in the scrape



Activities
All year - Observation and monitoring plants & wildlife

Autumn:

• Trim the hedge inside and out

• Sheep grazing

• Put down tarps on new areas

Winter:

• Flood watch



Flora



Fauna



Event Examples

• Bumblebee Identification Day

• Meadow walk & talks

• Visit to Natural History Museum

• Summer member’s day



Funding

Membership Fees & Donations:

• Plants & Seeds

• Hay making

• Hedge cutting

• Signage

• Insurance

• First Aid Kit / Tick Removal Kit

• Protective Gloves

• Bank Account fees

• Domain name

Grant Applications:

• Fencing

• Hedge rennovation



Would you like to be part of this community and do something positive to help restore 
and maintain our meadow for the benefit of nature and the village of Newenden?

Membership:

For just £10 per annum, 
you can become a 
member of the Friends of 
Newenden Meadow.

Membership includes:

• Quarterly updates on the developments and projects in the meadow.

• Invitations to talks and events associated with the meadow.

• Opportunities to volunteer to help with the restoration and maintenance activity of 
the meadow.

• Becoming part of a local community with shared interests.



Contact Us:

Field Manager:

Jilian Eldridge

Administration:

Jacky Lamb

 Contact: 


	Slide 1: Friends of Newenden Meadow – Community Meeting
	Slide 2:    Our Goal: 
	Slide 3:    Our Vision: 
	Slide 4:    Our Objectives: 
	Slide 5: Activities All year - Observation and monitoring plants & wildlife
	Slide 6: Activities All year - Observation and monitoring plants & wildlife
	Slide 7: Activities All year - Observation and monitoring plants & wildlife
	Slide 8: Flora
	Slide 9: Fauna
	Slide 10: Event Examples
	Slide 11: Funding
	Slide 12:    Would you like to be part of this community and do something positive to help restore and maintain our meadow for the benefit of nature and the village of Newenden? 
	Slide 13:    Contact Us: 

