Friends of Newenden

Meadow
Community Meeting - 20/06/2025




Agenda

Introduction & Welcome

Looking back over 2024/2025:

AThe Wildflower Meadow throughout the season
AEvents and activities

AOrganisation to date

Looking forward to 2025/2026:

APlans for the wildflower meadow

AEvents and Activities

AOrganisation and getting involved




The importance of Early
Forage

QueenBumblebeessmerge from
hibernationaroundthe beginning
of March They spend the first
days flying close to the ground
searchingfor a suitable hole or
cavityin whichto maketheir nest
Theyhave about forty minutes of
flying time after filling their
stomachswith nectar, so the top
two flowers, RedDeadNettle and
White Dead Nettle, examplesof
plants that flower early, are very
useful Cowslips and Common
Vetch are two plants that flower
in Apriland May. FollowedbyX..
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Giving nature a helping hand

A true native plant is one that emerged soon after the last ice age. Though | have been informed thét geatlby is
acceptable

We introducedSnakesheaétitillaries two years ago, and although they are not a truly native plant, they have spread
into meadows over several hundred years and are a good source of nectar in the early spring months.

;

«-’4’ . This year there were about fifty fritillaries in the field, which was a welcome
sight. The seed head dries and breaks open allowing the stacks of seeds t
Y drop to the ground.




Common

Frogs

battl

e

for |ifeé

The CommonFrogsmate
in the meadow every
year, from February
onward, and this year |
found two large areasof
spawn, and later
tadpoles,but before they

had reached no more
than the bottom photo,
they had disappeared
and the shallow water
had dried up. Maybe a
few survived

If so, we may see a tiny
frog somewhere in the
field in a few weeks time.




Growing successé@

Two flowers we are absolutely delighted to find in the field. On the left is the Green Winged @mnchaoh the right ,
the Common Spotted Orchid.

o ‘s'?'”mm'." Ll /a " The Green Winged Orchid has
| e * SR I beenseentwo yearsrunningnow,
’ and is an orchid that takesa long
time to establish,longer than we
have been trying to create a
wildflower meadow So we can
assumethat it could have been
hereall the time.

The Common Spotted Orchid
appeared in May close to the
mown path. It might have arrived
with the green hay that we have
received from Great Dixter three
years ago However it a came
about,A {gRdtto see




Later forageée

Some of the flowers that appear later from
early summer onward. The grass vetchling
below has been remarkable this year
spreading into every part of the field. It
really is a beautiful sight with its cerise
coloured head nodding among the
buttercups. You should try and find the time
to walk along the mown path and see them.
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| looked at the Tansy
in the field earlierthis
week and found a lot
of ladybird larvae |
believe the large grey
larva on the right is
the  Seven Spot

Ladybird,seeleft, and
the one belowit isthe
Harkequin  Ladybird
larva Ladybirds love
eating aphids so are
our friends!




Bee Awareé

Left to right¢ QueenBufftail Bumblebee Red Tail worker Bumblebeeand aCommonCarder Bumblebee
Bees are such a fundamental part of our lives. They are having a very hard time of it with disappearing habitat and Iz
appropriate forage. We can help them by creating the right habitat and forage in our wildflower meadow.



The Long Horned Bee

Three yearagowe were

thrilled to find theLong Horned
Bee, first in our garden and later
in the field. Then last year, we
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was great to see it once again in
our garden on the Cat Mint.

Long Horned Bees suffered a dramatic decline in the UK due to habitat loss, and
IS a very welcome sight to see them here. They have been found locally at Great
Dixterand in the wildflower meadow iNorthiam We still hope to see them back in
Newenden Meadow.




Beauty on the wingeé

Below, a Small Copper butterfly seen last
year. 1!
Below right, a Common Blue seen a few !
weeks ago. There are quite a lot flitting
about, mostly on the hedge side of the
path. | have seen a Peacock recently but
too far away to photo.

Above is a Brown Argus butterfly
from last year, and top middle is the
best photo | could get of a Meadow
Brown butterfly, of which there are
many in the fielcat the momenX ®

dziT GKS@QNB | oAl
had much luck catching them
stationary!



Patience is a virtueeéeé

Anne and | planted some native Meadow Cranesbillalong the path two years
ago,but they R A Rayp@ar,until now, when| walkedlongthe path two daysago
and found this amongthe beautiful grassesvhich we havein the field. Do go
out andlook for it, and other flowersout at the moment




Turtle Doves

| happened to meeShivaniThevarof the RSPBnd we talked about Turtle Doves and
the fact that they are not seen here alohgssenhant.aneany more Shivanis
providing food for Pigeons and Turtle Doves to try and entice them back.

Mark and Simon trimmed the area, and we have had
willing helpers to broadcast the seed. faono sound of
the Turtle Dove, but we will continue.

Please note that the flock of Jackdaws that started visitimgsenhanb.ane last year préate this project and predominantly eat fruit. This photo was taken by
Mark Nowers



