Friends of Newenden

Meadow
Community Meeting - 17/04/2026




Agenda

Introduction & Welcome

Looking back over 2025/2026:

AThe Wildflower Meadow throughout the season
AEvents and activities

AOrganisation to date

Looking forward to 2026/2027:

APlans for the wildflower meadow

AEvents and Activities

AOrganisation and getting involved




The importance of Early
Forage

QueenBumblebeessmerge from
hibernationaroundthe beginning
of March They spend the first
days flying close to the ground
searchingfor a suitable hole or
cavityin whichto maketheir nest
Theyhave about forty minutes of
flying time after filling their
stomachswith nectar, so the top
two flowers, RedDeadNettle and
White Dead Nettle, examplesof
plants that flower early, are very
useful Cowslips and Common
Vetch are two plants that flower
in Apriland May. FollowedbyX..
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Giving nature a helping hand

A true native plant is one that emerged soon after the last ice age, although Preebfury is generally accepted. Jillian
will assess any potential planting based not just on these definitions, but also on the requirements of the bees.

We introducedSnakesheaétritillaries three years ago, and although they are not a truly native plant, they have spread
into meadows over several hundred years and are a good source of nectar in the early spring months.
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This year there were many fritillaries in the field and they are gradually
naturalising. The seed head dries and breaks open allowing the stacks of seed
drop to the ground.
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The CommonFrogsmate
in the meadow every
year, from February
onward, and this year |
found two large areasof
spawn, and later
tadpoles,but before they

had reached no more
than the bottom photo,
they had disappeared
and the shallow water
had dried up. Maybe a
few survived

If so, we may see a tiny
frog somewhere in the
field in a few weeks time.




Growing successé@

Two flowers we were absolutely delighted to find in the field last year. On the left is the Green Winged Orchid and on
the right , the Common Spotted Orchid. It is too early to see if they have come back thesfiyegrs crossed!

t}*’“mm " " " The Green Winged Orchid was

g ~ seenin 2024 and 2025 It is an

O orchid that takes a long time to

establish, longer than we have

beentrying to create a wildflower
meadow So,we canassumethat it
couldhavebeenhereall the time.

The Common Spotted Orchid
appearedin May 2025 closeto the
mown path. It might have arrived
with the green hay that we have
received from Great Dixter four
years ago However it a came
about,A {gRdtto see




Later forageée

Some of the flowers appear later from early
summer onward. In 2025 the grass vetchling
below had a remarkable year spreading into
every part of the field. It really is a beautiful
sight with its cerise coloured head nodding
among the buttercups. You should try and
find the time to walk along the mown path
and see thent June/July.




The Gardinerodos friendé

| lookedat the Tansyin the field last Juneandfound a lot of ladybird
larvae | believethe large greylarvaon the right is the SevenSpot
Ladybird,seeabove andthe one belowit is the HarlequinLadybird
larva The baby harlequin above and the sevenspot to the right
were in the meadowlast week Ladybirddove eatingaphidsso are
our friends!




Bee Awareé

Left to right¢ QueenBufftailBumblebee, Red Tail worker Bumblebee and a Common Carder Bumblebee.

Bees are such a fundamental part of our lives. They are having a very hard time of it with disappearing habitat and Iz
appropriate forage. We can help them by creating the right habitat and forage in our wildflower meadow and
encouraging beneficial planting along the verges of Lossenham Lane and in our gardens.



The Long Horned Bee

Four years ago we were thrilled

to find the Long Horned Bee,
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in the field. The foIIowmg year,
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great to see it once again in our o
garden on the Cat Mint in 2025.

Long Horned Bees suffered a dramatic decline in the UK due to habitat loss, and
IS a very welcome sight to see them here. They have been found locally at Great
Dixterand in the wildflower meadow iNorthiam We still hope to see them back in
Newenden Meadow.




Beauty on the wingeé

Below, a Small Copper butterfly seen in
2024 and below right, a Common Blue
seen in 2025. We see a lot of butterflies
each year, mostly on the hedge side of
the path, but they are difficult to
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common blue and orange tips and there
will be more as the weather warms up.

Above is a Brown Argus butterfly
from 2024 and top middle is the
best photo | could get of a Meadow
Brown butterfly, of which there are
many in the field in summer. Most
butterflies are a bit flighty and |
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them stationary!



Patience is a virtueeéeé

Anneand | planted some native Meadow Cranesbilalongthe path three years
ago,but they R A Rappearuntil lastyear When! walkedlongthe path lastJune
| found this amongthe beautifulgrassesvhichwe havein the field. It is just now
startingto grow, solook out for it in the next coupleof months




FONM Event sé

We held our SummerEventin the meadow and this time it was
warm and sunny We hada greatturnout andraised£307.61 for the
meadow Thanksgo to all the generousvisitorsandto the verykind
people who gave such lovely raffle prizes We were delighted to
welcome Kristenfrom Germanywho is very generouslycreating a
website for us. The bumblebeescameout, feedingon the flowers
andbumblebeeexpertsPeterand MorganGreenhalfhelpedsome
enthusiasticvisitorsin the art of catchingbeesand identifyingthem
before setting them free.L Q¥élightedto saythat Petercaughtfive
of the rare BrownBandedBumblebeel {gfRdtto think

they are finding foragein our field.
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Thank -you to FONM Volunteers
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Nebel, who has spent many hours developing and delivering our website. She takes on one website
development per year at no charge and we were lucky enough to be her project for 2025.
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out looking after the meadow and

shown here with some of the dreaded

docs, pulled out by Mark!



