
Friends of Newenden 
Meadow

Community Meeting - 17/04/2026



Agenda
Introduction & Welcome

Looking back over 2025/2026:

ÅThe Wildflower Meadow throughout the season

ÅEvents and activities

ÅOrganisation to date

Looking forward to 2026/2027:

ÅPlans for the wildflower meadow

ÅEvents and Activities

ÅOrganisation and getting involved



Queen Bumblebees emerge from 
hibernation around the beginning 
of March. They spend the first 
days flying close to the ground 
searching for a suitable hole or 
cavity in which to make their nest.
They have about forty minutes of 
flying time after filling their 
stomachs with nectar, so the top 
two flowers, Red Dead Nettle and 
White Dead Nettle, examples of 
plants that flower early, are very 
useful. Cowslips and Common 
Vetch are two plants that flower 
in April and May. Followed byΧ..

The importance of Early 
Forage



Χ ŘŀƴŘŜƭƛƻƴǎΣ ŘŀŦŦƻŘƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŦƭŀƎΦ



We introduced Snakeshead Fritillaries three years ago, and although they are not a truly native plant, they have spread 
into meadows over several hundred years and are a good source of nectar in the early spring months. 

This year there were many fritillaries in the field and they are gradually 
naturalising. The seed head dries and breaks open allowing the stacks of seeds to 
drop to the ground.

A true native plant is one that emerged soon after the last ice age, although pre 15th century is generally accepted. Jillian 
will assess any potential planting based not just on these definitions, but also on the requirements of the bees.

Giving nature a helping hand



The Common Frogs mate 
in the meadow every 
year, from February 
onward, and this year I 
found two large areas of 
spawn, and later 
tadpoles, but before they 
had reached no more 
than the bottom photo, 
they had disappeared 
and the shallow water 
had dried up. Maybe a 
few survived. 

If so, we may see a tiny 
frog  somewhere in the 
field in a few weeks time.

Common Frogs battle for lifeé



The Green Winged Orchid was 
seen in 2024 and 2025. It is an 
orchid that takes a long time to 
establish, longer than we have 
been trying to create a wildflower 
meadow. So, we can assume that it 
could have been here all the time.

The Common Spotted Orchid 
appeared in May 2025 close to the 
mown path. It might have arrived 
with the green hay that we have 
received from Great Dixter four 
years ago. However it a came 
about, ƛǘΩǎ great to see.

Growing successé
Two flowers we were absolutely delighted to find in the field last year. On the left is the Green Winged Orchid and on 
the right , the Common Spotted Orchid. It is too early to see if they have come back this year ς fingers crossed!



Some of the flowers appear later from early 
summer onward. In 2025 the grass vetchling 
below had a remarkable year spreading into 
every part of the field. It really is a beautiful 
sight with its cerise coloured head nodding 
among the buttercups. You should try and 
find the time to walk along the mown path 
and see them ς June/July.

Later forageé



I looked at the Tansy in the field last June and found a lot of ladybird 
larvae. I believe the large grey larva on the right is the Seven Spot 
Ladybird, see above, and the one below it is the Harlequin Ladybird 
larva. The baby harlequin above and the seven spot to the right 
were in the meadow last week. Ladybirds love eating aphids so are 
our friends! 

The Gardinerõs friendé



Left to right ς Queen Bufftail Bumblebee, Red Tail worker Bumblebee and a Common Carder Bumblebee.
Bees are such a fundamental part of our lives. They are having a very hard time of it with disappearing habitat and lack of 
appropriate forage. We can help them by creating the right habitat and forage in our wildflower meadow and 
encouraging beneficial planting along the verges of Lossenham Lane and in our gardens.

Bee Awareé



Four years ago we were thrilled 
to find the Long Horned Bee, 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴ WƛƭƭƛŀƴΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ 
in the field. The following year, 
ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅΦ {ƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
great to see it once again in our 
garden on the Cat Mint in 2025. 

Long Horned Bees suffered a dramatic decline in the UK due to habitat loss, and so it 
is a very welcome sight to see them here. They have been found locally at Great 
Dixter and in the wildflower meadow in Northiam. We still hope to see them back in 
Newenden Meadow.

The Long Horned Bee



Below, a Small Copper butterfly seen in 
2024 and below right, a Common Blue 
seen  in 2025. We see a lot of butterflies 
each year, mostly on the hedge side of 
the path, but they are difficult to 
ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
common blue and orange tips and there 
will be more as the weather warms up. 

Above is a Brown Argus butterfly 
from 2024 and top middle is the 
best photo I could get of a Meadow 
Brown butterfly, of which there are 
many in the field in summer. Most 
butterflies are a bit flighty and I 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƭǳŎƪ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ 
them stationary!

Beauty on the wingé



Anne and I planted some native Meadow Cranesbill along the path three years 
ago, but they ŘƛŘƴΩǘ appear until last year. When I walked long the path last June 
I found this among the beautiful grasses which we have in the field. It is just now 
starting to grow, so look out for it in the next couple of months.

Patience is a virtueé



We held our Summer Event in the meadow and this time it was 
warm and sunny. We had a great turnout and raised £307.61 for the 
meadow. Thanks go to all the generous visitors and to the very kind 
people who gave such lovely raffle prizes. We were delighted to 
welcome Kristen from Germany who is very generously creating a 
website for us. The bumblebees came out, feeding on the flowers 
and bumblebee experts Peter and Morgan Greenhalf helped some
enthusiastic visitors in the art of catching bees and identifying them 
before setting them free.LΩƳ delighted to say that Peter caught five 
of the rare Brown Banded Bumblebee. LǘΩǎ great to think
they are finding forage in our field.

FONM Eventsé



IŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎŀȊŜōƻǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ 
ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊǘƭŜ ŘƻǾŜΩǎΣ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǊŀŦŦƭŜ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎΣ ǿŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǎ ŜǘŎΦ ! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ YǊƛǎǘŜƴ 
Nebel, who has spent many hours developing and delivering our website. She takes on one website 
development per year at no charge and we were lucky enough to be her project for 2025. 

Thank -you to FONM Volunteers

ΧŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ WƛƭƭƛŀƴΣ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ǿŜŜƪ 
out looking after the meadow and 
shown here with some of the dreaded 
docs, pulled out by Mark! 


